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Introduction — Why Attachment Theory 
Matters to You

There are certain areas of knowledge that transform the way we see ourselves in 
the mirror. Attachment theory is one of them. Not because it offers simple answers 
to complex questions, but because it illuminates, with remarkable precision, the 
invisible mechanisms that govern the way we love, form bonds with others, and 
react when those bonds are threatened.

If you have opened this book, it is likely because something in your relational life 
has been troubling you. Perhaps you recognize yourself in one of these situations: 
you tend to cling to your partners with an intensity that ultimately drives them 
away. Or, conversely, you feel a wall rising within you whenever someone gets too 
close to your heart. Perhaps you oscillate between these two extremes, caught in 
an exhausting dance between the desire for fusion and the need for flight. Or 
perhaps, quite simply, you are a parent who wishes to understand how to give your 
child a solid foundation of emotional security.

Whatever your situation, attachment theory has something to teach you. And that 
something could change your life.

A Theory Born from Observing Children, Useful at Every Age

When British psychiatrist John Bowlby began studying the effects of early mother-
child separation in the 1950s, he probably did not suspect that his work would 
revolutionize our understanding of human relationships at every stage of life. 
Bowlby proposed a disarmingly simple hypothesis: the need for connection is not a 
weakness, a whim, or a luxury. It is a fundamental biological need, as vital as 
hunger or thirst.

This idea, which may seem obvious today, was profoundly subversive at the time. 
The dominant psychoanalytic school considered the child's attachment to its 
mother as merely a by-product of the satisfaction of nutritional needs. Behaviorist 
approaches recommended not holding babies too much, for fear of "spoiling" 
them. Bowlby, however, asserted that the attachment bond was a motivational 



system in its own right, shaped by evolution to ensure the survival of the species.

Subsequent research, particularly the pioneering work of Mary Ainsworth with her 
"Strange Situation" protocol, confirmed and enriched this insight. These studies 
showed that the quality of the attachment bond established in the first years of life 
profoundly influences the way an individual will perceive and experience 
relationships throughout their entire existence.

What You Will Discover in This Book

This book is not an academic treatise. It is a practical guide, grounded in 
contemporary scientific research, designed to help you understand your own 
attachment style and, if you wish, embark on a path toward greater emotional 
security.

In the eight chapters that follow, we will explore together the foundations of 
attachment theory and its concrete implications for your daily life. You will discover 
the four major adult attachment styles — secure, anxious, avoidant, and 
disorganized — and learn to identify the one or ones that predominate in your 
relational functioning. Each style will be explored in depth, with its underlying 
mechanisms, its typical manifestations, and the therapeutic strategies that can 
help it evolve.

You will also encounter, throughout these pages, men and women who may 
resemble you: Claire, who discovers why she always feels abandoned; Hugo, who 
flees intimacy without understanding why; Mélanie, whose anxiety overwhelms her 
relationship; Bruno, the avoidant who cannot comprehend his wife's needs. These 
clinical cases, while fictional, are inspired by common situations encountered in 
clinical practice.

Each chapter also contains practical exercises that you can complete alone or as a 
couple. These exercises are not mere theoretical illustrations: they are proven 
therapeutic tools, adapted for independent use, that will allow you to begin genuine 
work on yourself.

A Scientific and Compassionate Approach

I wrote this book with a dual commitment: scientific rigor and accessibility. Every 
important claim is supported by references to studies published in peer-reviewed 
scientific journals, which you will find in the bibliography. But science, however 



essential, is not enough. It must serve a genuinely human understanding — warm, 
and free of judgment.

For if there is one fundamental message I wish to convey through these pages, it is 
this: your attachment style is not a life sentence. It is the result of your history, your 
early experiences, the bonds you formed with your attachment figures. At one 
point in your life, it was the best strategy you had available to cope with your 
environment. But this strategy, once adaptive, may have become an invisible 
prison today that limits your ability to experience fulfilling relationships.

The good news — and research confirms this with remarkable consistency — is 
that change is possible. The concept of "earned security" demonstrates that adults 
who experienced difficult attachment experiences can, through appropriate 
therapeutic work and reparative relationships, develop functioning as secure as 
those who benefited from secure attachment since childhood.

How to Use This Book

I recommend reading this book in order, as each chapter builds on concepts 
developed in the previous ones. However, if a particular chapter catches your 
attention — for example, the one on anxious attachment, because you recognize 
yourself in it — do not hesitate to dive in directly. You can always go back to fill in 
your understanding.

The practical exercises are designed to be completed as you read. I encourage 
you to get a dedicated notebook, which will become your personal attachment 
journal. Writing, putting words to feelings that are often confused, is in itself a 
powerful therapeutic act.

To supplement your reading, you will find additional resources on the website 
psychologieetserenite.com, including in-depth blog articles on certain themes and 
scientifically validated self-assessment tests on tests.psychologieetserenite.com.

This book is an invitation to a journey — a journey toward a better understanding 
of yourself and others, a journey toward freer, more authentic, and more 
nourishing relationships. Let us take this path together.


